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would agree to reconstruct the Cabinet, seeing that that
had been his intention prior to the secret session.
M. Daladier was embittered and overworked. He refused
categorically and suggested that Herriot might be able to
effect a union of the parties. M. Lebrun consulted the
Speakers of the two Houses. The Speaker of the Senate
formally proposed M. Reynaud. The Speaker of the
Chamber of Deputies began by ruling himself out and
declining the offer of the President of the Republic. He
admitted that, although his position had been weakened,
M. Daladier might again be invited to form a new Ministry,
since he had not really been defeated, but he indicated his
preference for giving M. Paul Reynaud a trial. Early in
the afternoon the President of the Republic sent for
M. Daladier again. The latter was less obdurate than at
eleven o'clock in the morning. He still fought shy of the
proposal, but allowed it to be understood that he wanted
a few hours in which to think the matter over. M. Lebrun
was about to grant the request, but M. Magre, the Secretary
to the Presidency, entered and joined in the conversation.
In his opinion the crisis must not be dragged on by a
prolonged delay. " The country is waiting! We are at
war. It must be either yes or no."
M. Lebrun said to M. Deladier: " Is it yes ? " And
M. Daladier answered: " It is no ! "
He took his departure and M. Magre went to fetch
M. Reynaud.
According to the classic formula of the note which
flashed, a few minutes later, over the telegraph wires:
" The President of the Republic has invited M, Reynaud
to form the new Cabinet,"
The chariot of State was turning off on to a different
road. Where would it lead ?